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Request for Proposals for a Dwelling House on the Town Farm 
Cumberland Overseers of the Poor 
October 5, 1841 
 
Sealed proposals will be received by David Gray John Clough or Nicholas Rideout Jun. a 
committee chosen by the town of Cumberland for that purpose until Monday the 25th day of 
October instant, for providing materials and performing the following jobs of work—viz. 
First—For laying the cellar wall for a dwelling house on the town farm of the following 
dimensions—House 31 ft. wide 34 ft. long, Porch 18 ft. wide & 20 ft. long—the wall to be laid 2 
ft. thick and to the top of the underpinning 6½ ft. high. A foundation and arch, the abutments to 
be laid of stone 2 ft. thick and 10 ft. long, the arch to be turned the width of two bricks laid in 
lime mortar and to be 7 feet wide in the clear inside, and to be bricked up at one end. A dairy 
room to be built in the west corner of the cellar 8 by 10 ft. inside, to be floored with stone, the 
interior walls of brick. An outer cellar passage with stone steps.  A sufficient drain stoned and 
covered with flat stone, a sufficient foundation and underpinning for the porch and for a porch 
chimney the whole walls and foundation to be well pointed, the underpinning to be pointed 
outside and inside and well backed up. Also to build a chimney in the house with three fire 
places below, and a chimney in the porch and with a fire place, oven ash oven and to set a boiler 
holding 22 gallons, both chimneys to built of a suitable size and height and leaded so as to 
exclude water at the roof. The contractor to have the bricks in the chimney of the old house, and 
the cellar will be excavated and the stone will be furnished on the spot by the town. The 
contractor will furnish the residue of the brick, Mortar, mantle bars, crane eyes, ovens & Boiler 
mouths and Boiler. The underpinning to be set ready to receive the frame by the 10th day of May 
next and the chimneys to be completed by the 10th of June next. Twenty five dollars will be 
advanced to the contractor to pay in part for the materials for the work. 
 
Second. For a frame for said house 31 ft. wide 34 ft. long, Posts 12 ft. between the sill and Plate, 
the Porch 18 ft. wide 20 ft. long the same height as the house, the basement story to be 7½ ft in 
the clear—the Rafters 19 ft long—the sills, Posts and long girts to be 8 inches square, the side 
girts of sufficient size to receive braces, the lower floor to be well slickened, the joists for the 
chamber floor of house and porch to be 3 by 8 inches, the studding to be 3 by 4 inches, braces 3 
by 5 inches; all the timber to be of good quality, suitable size and framed according to a plan to 
be seen at the store of Reuben Rideout; the frame to be raised by the contractor by the 20th of 
May next. 
 
Third. For furnishing materials and finishing the outside of said house & porch, to be boarded 
with hemlock boards of a good quality and shingled with first quality pine sawn shingles, to be 
laid to the weather 5 inches on the roofs, and 6 inches on the walls, the front roof of the Porch 
where it is connected with the end of the house to be secured with sheet lead—Two suitable 
outer Doors, with suitable frames, casings, stools, hangings & fastenings for the same—19 
windows of 15 squares each, 2 windows of 12 squares—2 windows of 9 squares, all the above to 
have 2 sashes to the window, a sash of 4 squares over front door and three cellar windows of 3 
squares each, all of good 7 by 9 inch glass—all the sashes to be twice primed with white lead—
A frame and suitable scuttle for outer cellar passage, the eaves to be filled with suitable gutters 
and conductors, the whole to be completed, under the direction and inspection of the Committee, 
by the 10th of July next. Sixty five dollars will be advanced to the contractor to pay in part for 
materials for the work. 
 
Fourth—For furnishing materials and finishing the inside of said house & porch, as follows; The 
whole lower floor to be double and also the chamber floor in the house, the chamber floor of the 
house to be single jointed & halved, the house and porch to be partitioned into rooms agreeably 
to a plan to be seen at the Store of Reuben Rideout, all the outer walls of the house & Porch on 
the lower floor to be lathed and plastered between the studding and all the lathing for the inside 
finish below, to be of hemlock boards at least five eighths of an inch thick and to be nailed with 
6 d. or 8 d. nails. There are to be two flights of chamber stairs and one of cellar stairs. Three 
sleeping rooms only are to be finished above as exhibited in the plan, in the eastern chamber; the 
upper floors of the rooms finished are to be planed and all the floors well nailed. The contractor 
to do all the plaistering [sic] and also to finish the dairy in the cellar—six of the inner doors are 
to be of 1¼ inch thick lumber and the remaining doors except for the closets are to be one inch in 
thickness; all the the [sic] butts and fastenings to be good and sufficient and all the lumber of 
good quality, well seasoned and all the work performed in a faithful and workmanlike manner; 
four of the doors are to be secured by sufficient door locks. The whole to be completed under the 
direction and to the satisfaction of the Committee on or before the first day of September next. 
Sixty dollars will be advanced to the contractor to purchase in part materials for the work. 
The conditions of payment will be such as the town may fix when at their annual Meeting in 
April next. 
 
The Committee reserve to themselves the right to reject any proposal that may be deemed too 
high. 
 Cumberland October 5th 1841 
